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In Vedic times or for ideal Krsna Consciousness cultivation, a home should be a

compound of many houses. The houses or quarters are designated according fo a

particular function i.e. each quarters reverved for worship, cooking, men’s living,
women’s living, toilets, guest reception etc separately.

Propose Of A Home

For householders, purpose of home is fo have environment condusive for cultivation of Krsna Consciousness

l.e. hearing, chanting, worshiping elfc about names and glories of Supreme Lord Sri Krsna with peaceful and

steady mind. To stability execute Krsna Conscioousnss, the atmosphere should be favourable for supporting
dharma or religious activities as per injuctions of scriptures. For that, it is necessary that money and women are
not expoited for selfish purposes but everything is engaged accoding fo scriptures for service of Supreme Lord.

SB 3.31.40

yopayati Sanair maya yosid deva-vinirmita

tam iksetatmano mriyum trnaih kiipam ivavrtam

The woman, created by the Lord, is the representation of maya, and one who associates with
such maya by accepting services must certainly know that this is the way of death, just like a
blind well covered with grass.

PURPORT: Sometimes it happens that a rejected well is covered by grass, and an unwary traveler who
does not know of the existence of the well falls down, and his death is assured. Similarly, association with
a woman begins when one accepts service from her, because woman is especially created by the Lord to
give service to man. By accepting her service, a man is entrapped. /f he is not intelligent enough to know
that she is the gateway to hellish life, he may indulge in her association very liberally. This is restricted for
those who aspire to ascend fo the transcendental platform. Even fifty years ago in Hindu sociely, such
association was restricted. A wife could not see her husband during the daytime. Householders even had
different residential quarters. The internal quarters of a residential house were for the woman, and the
external quarters were for the man. Acceptance of service rendered by a woman may appear very
pleasing, but one should be very cautious in accepting such service because it is clearly said that woman
is the gateway to death, or forgetfulness of one's self. She blocks the path of spiritual realization.

CC Antya 3.151

aneka loka-jana sange angana bharila

bhitara haite ramacandra sevaka pathaila

When the Durga-mandapa and courtyard became filled with crowds of men, Ramacandra
Khan, who was inside the house, sent his servant to Lord Nityananda.

PURPORT: /n those days, and also even now, the palatial buildings of respectable people, especially in
the villages of Bengal, were divided into two parts. The inside part was especially meant for the family, and
the ladies would live there unexposed to men. That part was called the bhitara-badi, or inside house. In the
outside house, or bahir-badi, the respectable gentleman received visitors and kept his business office. The
Durga-mandapa would be part of the outside house. Thus when Lord Nityananda entered the outside
house, Ramacandra Khan was in the inside house with the members of his family. When Nityananda
Prabhu arrived, Ramacandra Khan did not receive Him personally but sent his servant to inform Him
indirectly to go away.
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I Bhavisya Purana on Housing Compound

Bhavisya Purana, Brahma-Parva, Chapter 8, Verses 4-24

hetavo hi trivargasya viparitastu manada

araksanad bhavantyasmad amisam raksanam matam

My dear good souls, a woman certainly helps one to accomplish the three objectives of life
(Dharma, Artha and Kama), but, one the other hand, if a woman is not given proper
protection, she can create havoc and thus spoil one’s chance for advancement in life.

nisargat pummsya santosad gunadosa vimarsatah

dustanam capi samsargad raksya eva ca yositah

A women should be protected by giving her a safe place of residence, treating her with
respect, refraining from fault finding, giving her good engagement, and insuring that she
remains unsullied by bad association.

purusasthana vesmani trividham prahurasrayam

vittanam raksanadyartham apiirvadhi gamaya ca

A man (father, husband or elder son), a community and a house are the three shelters of a
woman. Besides one’s wife, one should be carefully protect one’s wealth and other assests

nagare kharvate khete grame capi kramagate

yatra vasadva nivased dharmikadya jananvite

The best place to reside is a village where there are many pious persons. If the people are well-
behaved, it doesn’t matter whether one lives in a city, town or small village

gurunanum atastatra gramanyadi janena va

prativeSmadya badhena suddham kuryan niveSanam

According to the instructions of one’s superiors, one should choose a suitable palce to reside.
While seeking the support of the prominent people of the neighborhood, one should construct
a residence without causing inconvenience to others.

dvaracatvaga Salanam sarvakaruka vesmanam

dyiita siina suravesa natardjanu nivinam

pakhanda deva vithinam rajamarga kulasya ca

durat suguptam kartavya jivika vibhavocita

According to one’s capacity, one should construct a secure residence that is away fro the main
gate of the city, far from any major intersection, a good distance from the royal palace, far
from the residential areas of laborers, in a place where there is no gambling dens, or the
houses of envous people, prostitutes, dancers, government officials, or atheists .One should
not construct a house on a road that leads to a temple, or on a highway.

sapidhanaika niskasam Suddhaprsta samantatah

saddrttapta janakirnama dustaprati vesikam

One’s house should have a roof and one entrance. Everything should be kept very neat and
clean on all sides of the house. It is best if one builts a house near to one’s relatives, and one
should insure that his neighbors are pious souls.
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pragudakpravane vane dese vastu vidya vidhanatah

pravibhakta kriyakariksam sarvatuka manoharam
arcasnanu dakagara gosthagara mahanasaih
yuktam govaji Salabhih sadast bhrtya kasrayaih

bahirantah purastrikam sarvopa karanair yutam

vibhakta Sayanoddesam apta vrddhair adhisthitam

The land upon which one plans to build his house should slope towards the east or north. The
house should be constructed according to scriptures dealing with arthitecture, and there
should be separate rooms that suitable for using durin different seasons. One must have a
Deity room, bathroom, water room, cow shed, kitchen, horse shed, quarters for servants and
maidservants, interior apartments for ladies, and exterior rooms for other purposes. All these
rooms should be well furnished and nicely decorated. The ladies’ bathroom should be
positioned in the most secure place, preferable next to a room occupied by elderly people.

Morning Walk with Srila Prabhupada — March 10, 1976, Mayapur

Prabhupada: Now, even in the temple, you were complaining, the husband and wife were talking.
Tamala Krsna: Yes. That's living. That means living. They're not talking Srimad Bhagavatam
Bhavananda: Separate woman's house, separate man's house.

Prabhupada: That is our Indian system. They have got separate house for men, separate house for
women, separate house for kitchen, separate house for toilet.

Bhavananda: Very nice compound.

Prabhupada: In Calcutta, we have seen our big, big Mullik family; they have separate houses for various
functions of home.

Bhavananda: One brahmana village, Sharmapur, | went to, they all lived like that. They had five houses in
a compound.

Prabhupada: Hare Krsna. A woman's house, nobody can go. Bahir bari bhitara bari. Bahir bari. Who can
understand Bengali?

Pusta Krsna: Bahir? "Outside," isn't it?

Prabhupada: Yes. Bahir bari. Bhitar bari. Then pujar bari. Ranna bari.

Jayapataka: Kitchen.

Prabhupada: Ah, kitchen. Not that within the apartment, all baris. This is European invention.
Pusta Krsna: Bari?

Prabhupada: Bari means house. In Gujarat they say wadi. Wadi.

Bhagavata: Wadi, bhajan wadi.

Prabhupada: It is the same thing, bari. In Maharashtra also they say.
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Conversation on Roof with Srila Prabhupada — February 14, 1977, Mayapur

Tamala Krsna: People have become poor—poor materially and spiritually. Actually it's clear that the
devotees are becoming wealthy materially and spiritually, and that is one of the reasons that these
demons are so angry—because they see our opulence.

Prabhupada: Yes. They are surprised [laughs] that "These people do not do anything, and they're living
so opulent?" They inquired in Los Angeles. You know that?

Tamala Krsna: Yes, the neighbors.

Prabhupada: Yes. They were envious, that "How do you live so opulently? You do not do anything. You
have got so many cars. You eat so nicely. You live in such a nice house. And no anxiety." [laughs]

Brahmananda: That's why they think that we are CIA, because they think we're getting money from
somewhere, from government.

Prabhupada: Yes. Our Tirtha Maharaja accusing me that | have got two crores of rupees from American
government to start this movement. [laughs] Even my Godbrother says, what to speak of others. Nobody
is living such nice house, all of my Godbrothers. [laughs]

Tamala Krsna: None of them have done that.

Prabhupada: They were unable. Neither they have got idea of aristocratically, how to live aristocratically.
You won't find in any one of my Godbrothers a place like this. This is aristocratic. This is Indian
aristocracy. Table-chair is not aristocratic. This is more comfortable. And cheap also.

Hari-$auri: If they saw somewhere like Detroit they'd really... for aristocratic living
Brahmananda: Our temple in Detroit is very opulent.

Prabhupada: Yes. That is aristocratic house. Formerly, either Indian or American, Europe, aristocratic
was the same—big, big rooms, very decorated; woman's quarter different, men's quarter different. No
man can enter into woman's quarters. Lavatory-house, different; cooking-house, different. This was
Calcutta aristocracy. Those houses are now gone. No attached bathroom. Because it was service, how it
can be attached bathroom? A separate house, big house, only for passing stool. And if possible, a lake
within the house. Aristocratic family, they would have lake within the house for using water.

Brahmananda: Within the courtyard?

Prabhupada: Not courtyard. Within the boundary, compound. The ramna badi, vaikanna badi, meyeder
badi, purusder, four different courtyards. And who cared for city life in those days? Nobody. Everyone was
satisfied in village. General people, they would not come to city. Only servant class. What business they
have got from the city? Because their main income from the field, krsi-go-raksya. What they have got to do
with the city? In the city, big, big zamindars, personally they had nothing to do. Their managers and sircars
were collecting money. That's all. And their extra money, they're constructing Thakura badi, temple, just
like that Mullik's Thakura badi, and festival going on. That was aristocracy. They devoted their money for
Krsna consciousness.

I Description of Men’s Quarters

SB 10.71.39

King Yudhisthira respectfully brought Lord Govinda, the Supreme God of gods, to his personal quarters.
The king was so overcome with joy that he could not remember all the rituals of worship.
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I Description of Ladies Inner Quarters

SB 10.60.7

TRANSLATION: Queen Rukmini's quarters were extremely beautiful, boasting a canopy hung with brilliant
strings of pearls, as well as effulgent jewels serving as lamps. Garlands of jasmine and other flowers hung
here and there, attracting swarms of humming bees, and the spotless rays of the moon shone through the
holes of the lattice windows. As aguru incense drifted out of the window holes, my dear King, the breeze
wafting the scent of the parijata grove carried the mood of a garden into the room. There the Queen
served her husband, the Supreme Lord of all the worlds, as He reclined upon an opulent pillow on her bed,
which was as soft and white as the foam of milk.

PURPORT: According to Srila Sridhara Svami, Rukmini's palace was quite famous then, as now, and
these descriptions give a glimpse into its opulence. Srila Viévanatha Cakravarti adds that the word
amalaih in this verse may also be read arunaih, which would indicate that when this pastime took place the
moon had just risen, bathing the entire palace in beautiful ruddy moonshine.

SB 10.62 Summary

Having obtained the man of her desires, Usa began serving Him very affectionately within her private
quarters, which were supposed to be strictly off limits to men. After some time the female guards of the
inner palace noticed symptoms of sexual activity on Usa's person, and they went to Banasura to inform
him. Greatly disturbed, Banasura rushed to his daughter's apartments with many armed guards and, to his
great surprise, saw Aniruddha there. As the guards attacked Him, Aniruddha took up His club and
succeeded in killing a few before the powerful Bana could capture Him with his mystic naga-pasa ropes,
filling Usa with lamentation.

I Description of Quarters for Worship

SB 3.22.33

As far as temples are concerned, in each and every royal palace or rich man's house, inevitably there is a
nice temple, and the members of the household rise early in the morning and go to the temple to see the
mangalaratrika ceremony. The mangalaratrika ceremony is the first worship of the morning. In the aratrika
ceremony a light is offered in circles before the Deities, as are a conchshell and flowers and a fan. The
Lord is supposed to rise early in the morning and take some light refreshment and give audience to the
devotees. The devotees then go back to the house or sing the glories of the Lord in the temple. The early
morning ceremony still takes place in Indian temples and palaces. Temples are meant for the assembly of
the general public. Temples within palaces are especially for the royal families, but in many of these
palace temples the public is also allowed to visit.

The temple of the king of Jaipur is situated within the palace, but the public is allowed to assembile; if one
goes there, he will see that the temple is always crowded with at least five hundred devotees. After the
mangalaratrika ceremony they sit down together and sing the glories of the Lord with musical instruments
and thus enjoy life. Temple worship by the royal family is also mentioned in Bhagavad-gita, where it is
stated that those who fail to achieve success in the bhakti-yoga principles within one life are given a
chance to take birth in the next life in a family of rich men or in a royal family or family of learned
brahmanas or devotees. If one gets the opportunity to take birth in these families, he can achieve the
facilities of a Krsna conscious atmosphere without difficulty. A child born in that Krsna atmosphere is sure
to develop Krsna consciousness. The perfection which he failed to attain in his last life is again offered in
this life, and he can make himself perfect without fail.
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